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            Dilbert, the pointy-haired boss, and Wally, the coffee drinking employee who tries to avoid work at all 
costs, are meeting over the annual Christmas party. The pointy-haired boss announces that the company 
Christmas party will be in January, because everyone is too busy in December. Wally responds: “I’m sure 
the almighty creator of the universe doesn’t mind that we do things on your schedule and not his. What 
could go wrong?” In the last frame, Dilbert says. “I hear thunder.” At one Christmas staff party here at Saint 
Odilia, someone said that he could not stay very long, because he had two other Christmas parties to get to 
that evening. Isn’t there something wrong when Christmas celebrations become simply another burden to 
endure?  Advent goes so quickly for everyone that there really is no time to prepare for Christmas spiritually 
is there? We just don’t have time for Advent in December! We’re already too busy! Is that...is that....thunder I 
hear?  

            If it isn’t thunder, it could be a spiritual alarum clock: "IT IS NOW THE HOUR FOR YOU TO WAKE 
FROM SLEEP... THE NIGHT IS FAR SPENT, THE DAY DRAWS NEAR" from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 
on the first Sunday of Advent; or those words from Matthew's Gospel, "STAY AWAKE, YOU CANNOT 
KNOW THE DAY YOUR LORD IS COMING... YOU MUST BE PREPARED... THE SON OF MAN IS COM-
ING AT THE TIME YOU LEAST EXPECT."  

            The readings and prayer and hymns–indeed the season of Advent itself–focuses on the two comings 
of Christ, the coming of Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, in the incarnation and the return of Jesus Christ at the 
end of time as final judge and savor.  Advent begins as the old year ended announcing again the truth and 
urgency of the return of Christ in power and glory to usher in finally the full reign of God.  The selections 
from the Old Testament throughout the season, dominated by Isaiah, move us through all those readings 
important to the early Christian community for understanding what had happened among them.  In Jesus all 
the ancient prophecies were fulfilled, those prophesies of the coming of God to restore order to his es-
tranged, divided, hostile creation caused by sin.   

            What unites these two comings is the present moment.  We might very well fail to recognize the 
coming of Christ in the only place it makes any real difference to us: right now, here, in this place and time, 
in this favorable opportunity, in this God given season. We might very well fail to see Christ in the places we 
might least expect his presence: in our very ordinary lives, in the very ordinary people we meet and live and 
work with, in the poor who so desperately need our help, in his word which we hear so often, in the sacra-
ments we celebrate, in our prayer together.  

            The Apostle Paul had his list of things to do in this “inbetween time,” between the birth of Jesus in 
Bethlehem and his coming in glory on the clouds of heaven: lay aside all those works of darkness: reveling, 
drunkenness, debauchery, licentiousness, quarreling, and jealousy.  To these obvious ones, we can add our 
own. How about these: holding-off celebrating Christmas until the Christmas season, and not stopping the 
celebration on December 25. Or living our vocation more faithfully, as parents, as spouses, as family mem-
bers, teachers, students, members of this community of disciples. How about  complaining less or planning 
to give the gift of self along with the gifts we give; or forgiving those who need it and those who don’t de-
serve it; participating in the sacrament of reconciliation; taking the time to listen to another, to understand 
and to appreciate another; above all watching for God’s presence in most unlikely places, including our-
selves. Too busy? But this year we not only have four weeks of Advent, we have the rest of the New Year of 

Grace 2017.  Do you hear thunder?  I don’t either.   
 

In Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

from our pastor 
“Almighty Father, we pray that you bestow on these servants of yours the dignity of the 
priesthood. Renew in their hearts the spirit of holiness, so that they may be steadfast in 
this second degree of the priestly office received from you, O God...”  

These words are from the consecratory preface for the ordination of priests. With these words and the laying of hands on 
the heads of the candidates, Archbishop Hebda ordained four men to the priesthood of Jesus Christ for service in the par-
ishes of the Archdiocese of Saint Paul and Minneapolis.  The ordination of four priests took place at the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul on May 26.  Among them was Aric Aamodt of Saint Odilia parish.  

Aric’s parents had been members of Saint Odilia parish for six years already when Aric was born in 1990. So he has lived 
his whole life as a member of this parish. He attended Saint Odilia Grade School from kindergarten through eighth grade 
and then graduated from Mounds View in the class of 2009. He was a member of the youth group at St. Odilia and in col-
lege served as a leader for  “Summer Stretch,” one of our summer offerings for youth.  

 During a summer retreat just before entering college, and event occurred that would change the trajectory of the rest of 
his life.  Fr. Nels Gjengdahl, parochial vicar here from July 2007 to July 2010, asked him whether he had ever considered 
priesthood.  Up to that point in his life, he had not seriously considered a priestly vocation. With much prayer, reflection, 
and direction, he decided that God could be calling him for this ministry.  He was already planning on attending the Uni-
versity of Minnesota at Duluth. He did so for one year and in his sophomore year transferred to Saint John Viannney 
Seminary, the college level seminary at the University of Saint Thomas. He earned a B.A. degree in Philosophy and Catho-
lic Studies. After graduation from college, he entered the Saint Paul Seminary. This past May he completed the program 
for priestly formation, graduated with a Masters Degree in Divinity and was ordained. 

Through the years of preparation in the seminary, Aric was assigned to Immaculate Heart of Mary in Minnetonka for 
practical experience in parish ministry. He served as deacon for one summer at the Church of Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton 
in Hastings. He also had the chance to travel to the Holy Land, Rome, and Ireland.  

I asked him whether he had any advice for young men considering priesthood.  He said that he had always prayed that 
God would give him a sign to let him know the direction he ought to take in this life, whether the priesthood really was 
his calling. He suggests rather that the prayer be not for a sign, but for the grace to recognize all the little signs along the 
way. 

Fr. Aric led his parish in Eucharistic worship for the first time, his first Mass, on May 27 at 9:00 a.m., the Feast of the Most 
Holy Trinity. There is a Latin phrase often used to express  best wishes to a priest on ordination and on anniversaries of 
ordination: “Ad multos annos,” literally, “For many years.” It is a shorthand way of saying, “May the Lord bless you for 
many (more) years in His service.” That’s our prayer for Fr. Aric Aamodt as he begins, please God, a lifetime of service to 
God’s people. The prayers of this community of faith go with him. 

            Two of Fr. Aric’s classmates will be assigned immediately to priestly ministry in parishes. One will return to Rome 
for an additional year of study, leading to a Pontifical Degree in Theology. But two others who have been in Rome for 
that fifth year of study will be returning to be assigned to priestly duties in the Archdiocese. We also welcome Fr. James 
Peterson back to the Archdiocese after three years in the mission parish in Venezuela. He becomes the pastor of Immac-
ulate Conception parish in Columbia Heights, the parish where I began priestly ministry in 1972.  

            At the same time this June we say our farewell to Fr. James Stiles and express to him our deep appreciation for the 
past three years of his priestly ministry among us. He will be missed by all, but most of all by me. When Linus was leaving 
the neighborhood, Charlie Brown’s face fell as he said goodbye. He remarked, “My face needs fewer goodbyes and more 
hellos.” Exactly!  It’s always hard to say goodbye to a colleague who has also become a good friend.  Although he leaves 
for Le Center and LeSeur, Minnesota and a five-parish cluster, we do hope to see him occasionally as he returns for a vis-
it. The first parish assignment is always a very special one for a newly ordained priest. I hope he realizes that he will al-
ways have a home here.  Our prayers go with him and to him we also say, “Ad Multos Annos.”    

In Christ, 

 

Fr. Rask 
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“I Look forward to the day when we gather together to thank our Lord 

for his unconditional love and to rededicate ourselves and our expanded 

campus to Him”. (Fr. Phillip Rask-January 2016) 

On Sunday, May 13th, 2018, a day to gather in thanks finally arrived.  

Archbishop Bernard Hebda blessed the newly constructed building  

expansion at St. Odilia in Shoreview following the 9:00 a.m. Mass.  The expansion’s 21,856 square feet now 

includes a single-story addition on the southeast corner of the church building 

to service the worship ministry and a two-story addition on the northwest  

corner to expand St. Odilia School. Preaching to a packed congregation,  

Archbishop Hebda congratulated St. Odilia on the impressive spiritual work of 

our parish community and was quite in awe of our newly expanded facility.  

Following Mass he toured the multiple sites of the expansion and blessed the 

project with holy water. A reception was held after-

ward in the parish Courtyard. The blessing of the $6.7 mil-

lion project marked the end of a decade -long discernment 

and planning process for the new facilities. Through a 3-year 

capital campaign that began in 2015, the 2200-household 

parish raised $5.2 million. Parish leaders used town hall-

style meetings to assess the parish’s biggest needs. The 

expansion project addressed much needed improvements in the building’s infra-

structure including HVAC, fire alarm system, and air quality upgrades. A fire sup-

pression/sprinkler system in the church was also included for the safety and secu-

rity of parishioners and visitors. The addition of an elevator and a corridor on the 

2nd floor to connect the north and south wings of the school make the entire facil-

ity more accessible for everyone. The new southeast entrance includes a handi-

capped accessible lobby that leads directly into the worship space. The Dan Perry Music Room provides practice 

space for multiple music ministries along with storage for materials and instruments.  Other improvements in-

clude a remodeled Bride/Cry Room and much needed additional restrooms. Founding parishioners made build-

ing a school their first priority. This vision continues with the construction of an addition to support our growing 

school community. This addition includes a new northwest entrance with a spacious, secure, well-lit lobby that 

provides direct access to the school, faith formation and Latino ministry offices.  Dedicated and updated space 

for specialty classrooms that support STREAM curriculum include a Library/

Media Center, Science Lab and classroom, Computer and Learning Labs. 

Additional improvements that enhance and support the school and faith 

formation ministries include a dedicated room to serve the needs of Youth 

ministry and staff, and additional restrooms for student and staff use.  

We are grateful to our parishioners, the design team at Station 19 Archi-

tects, Langer Construction and everyone who played a part over the many 

years to turn this vision into a reality. 

St. Odilia Blessing For Building Expansion 
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Sharing Our Gifts: Prayer, Participation and Generosity 

The call from God in Baptism is personal and unique. It is also a call into commu-

nity. To be a disciple of Christ requires not just conversion but action – doing 

something to serve others.  

 

The 2018 Stewardship of Participation campaign began in early May and we ex-

tend an invitation to participate by asking you to complete a Participation form 

that identifies many opportunities for you to share your gifts within our commu-

nity. There are more than 

130 different ministries at St. Odilia needing dedicated 

volunteers to maintain programs including worship, mu-

sic, Fall Festival, school, community outreach, hospitality, 

faith formation, leadership councils, building and 

grounds, and pastoral care.  

 

The legacy of a successful Catholic Community of St. Odil-

ia has been handed down to all of us by generations of 

parishioners who have previously volunteered their tal-

ents. They effectively paid it forward so that we may en-

joy a vibrant place of worship. In doing so, many have 

made lifelong friends, and enriched their own Christian 

experiences. It takes many hands to make light work and 

it is by living our strengths and sharing our talents that we 

are able to become a stronger faith community.  

 

To complete a Participation form online, visit the Stewardship tab on the parish website. Forms are also availa-

ble in the kiosk at the church entrance. Completed forms can be dropped off or mailed to the parish office.  

 

Thank you in advance for your careful consideration of these volunteer opportunities.  

 

We look forward to getting to know you and sharing our fellowship! 
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St. Odilia Endowment Fund 

Build Your Financial House on Solid Ground Workshops 

St. Odilia hosted a series of personal financial work-
shops to provide education on financial topics ranging 
from Developing a Wealth Mindset to Estate and Leg-
acy Planning. The four-week series, which concluded 
May 9, was attended by parishioners ranging in age 
from young couples to retired seniors. The workshops 
were taught by Troy Axelson, CFP® who designed 
these workshops to share practical financial tools 
needed to grow, protect and share wealth. St. Odilia 
will sponsor a second series of workshops beginning 
in late September so watch your bulletin or the parish 
website for more details. 

Catholic Community Foundation Anniversary 

Several parishioners from St. Odilia attended the 25th Anniversary celebration of the Catholic Community 

Foundation of Minnesota (CCF) held on April 26, 2018. More than 820 Minnesota Catholics gathered to redis-

cover the power of the table and to be inspired by the impact of Catholic philanthropy on the community. 

CCF is the nation’s largest Catholic community foundation and partners with St. Odilia to financially manage 

the assets of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund and the St. Odilia Prayer Garden Perpetual Care Fund in a man-

ner consistent with Catholic social teaching. 

The keynote speaker of the evening, the Most Reverend Frank J. Caggiano, gave an inspiring address encour-

aging Catholics to rediscover the power of the table saying, “We’re not fully meant to be who we’re meant to 

be until we’re all at the same table.”  
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You Can Predict the Future 

By Jim Lethert, Endowment Fund Committee Member 
 
It has been my experience that many people wish they had financial resources that would allow them to sup-

port something they believe in or to make a difference for others. But they must rely on those resources to 

meet their current living expenses. Consequently, present gifting is not possible.  
 

An easy way to address this situation is by a gift in your will or through a beneficiary designation from a retire-

ment plan, annuity or insurance policy. Since these type of provisions do not take hold until your death there is 

no reduction in the finances needed to meet your current expenses. Yet, when that need is no longer present 

because of your passing, you are able to complete a gift that fulfills your personal charitable intentions.  

Many benefactors of the St. Odilia Endowment Fund have used this simple solution to satisfy their charitable 

goals without impacting their present funds. And it is easy to do.  
 

Yet, it is surprising how many people die without completing this important document. 

If you don’t have a will, we strongly recommend that you execute one. If you already have one, it can be 

amended by a codicil to include a future gift. Thus, you can predict the future! 

We seriously suggest you engage an attorney to assist you with this important document. This is not the 

time for a “do-it-yourself” effort. 
 

The following language is appropriate in your will or beneficiary designation: 

“I give, devise and bequeath to the [name a sub-fund if you wish], St. Odilia Endowment Fund [an amount, or a 

percentage of your residual estate].  
 

We invite you to become a benefactor and make a gift to St. Odilia that will last forever.  

For information on how to contribute in a way that is meaningful to you please contact Ramona Michaels,  

St. Odilia Development Coordinator at 651 415-3350 or email endowmentfund@stodilia.org. 

  

 

 On average, as many as sixty five percent (65%) of people die without a Will or some planning having been 

done! Don’t become part of this costly statistic! 
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St. Odilia School and Preschool 
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CALLING ALL ST. ODILIA ALUMNI 

The St. Odilia School Alumni Newsletter is back!! Starting this summer, keep up on news, events and opportu-
nities for you and your former classmates. Stay connected with St. Odilia school and the alumni community.  If 
you are an alumni or a parent of alumni, we encourage you to register online with St. Odilia School Alumni and 
Friends at https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool and click on the Alumni tab in the menu.  Contact Cards can 
also be found in the school office and the church entryway kiosks.   
 
Please share this link with your former classmates so we can stay connected!  

SISTER CAROL ANN GOSSE, SSND 

60
th

 Anniversary as a School Sister of Notre Dame 

I am originally from Red Wing, Minnesota where I grew up in a loving family 

with a sister, two brothers and my mother. My father passed when I was in 

grade school. In 1954 I graduated from Red Wing High School. The following 

day, I took a Greyhound bus to St. Paul, walked to the State Capitol and took 

Civil Service tests. After passing the third test, I became secretary to the head 

of the Department of the Interior, Joe. I had a one-room apartment, bought a  

Studebaker, and had a boyfriend. After a year, I went back to Red Wing, passed 

Civil Service tests and worked for the Unemployment Office. While back in Red 

Wing, I had another one-room apartment, worked Saturdays for a car dealer-

ship, bought a Kaiser and still had a boyfriend. After a year, I quit my job and 

thought I would try being a Sister. I thought there must be more in life! In 1956, 

I went to Our Lady of Good Counsel in Mankato along with 31 young women 

and spent two years in preparation. In July of 1958, I was professed as Sister 

Mary Leogene. I took my mother and sister’s name Mary, Dad’s name Leo and brother’s name Eugene. When 

we could chose to go back to our Baptismal names I did, Carol Ann Gosse. 

In July, 2018, I celebrate my 60th anniversary. I’ve served 12 parishes, spent 20 years as a teacher in Catholic 

schools, 20 years coordinating Religious Education for grades 1-12, and 20 years as a Pastoral Minister in three  

parishes. I’ve served at St. Odilia for the past 12 years. Seven of the twelve years, I have been blessed to do 

what I truly love; visiting over 300 elderly in 10 nursing homes and hospitals, and I continue to visit the home-

bound. I’ve built many wonderful relationships with the numerous people I’ve visited over the years, and will 

forever cherish those relationships. Over 100 of my friends have died, and over 100 have moved to be closer to 

their families. These last years have been filled with joy from all the friendships I have made. 

My gratitude goes to Fr. Jerry Schik, osc for hiring me and to Fr. Rask for continuing to encourage me. 

God bless! 

https://www.stodilia.org/OdiliaSchool
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St. Odilia Musical Ministry 

The St. Odilia Musical Ministry Committee is pleased to announce our 2019 
musical production: 

 Musical based on the stories of P.L. Travers and the Walt Disney Film 
Original Music and Lyrics by Richard M. Sherman and Robert B. Sherman 

Book by Julian Fellowes 
New Songs and Additional Music and Lyrics by George Stiles and Anthony Drewe 

Co-Created by Cameron Mackintosh 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

In this enchanting musical classic, Bert introduces us to 1910 England and the troubled Banks family.  Arriving 

at their doorstep in grand style, Mary Poppins uses magic, common sense and adventure to help bring the 

children closer to their father, and to teach the Banks family how to value each other again.  With unfor-

gettable music and lyrics, sweeping dance numbers, and loveable character roles for a variety of ages, Mary 

Poppins the musical, will make your heart soar long after the performances end. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Performance dates are: 
March 1-3, 2019, including a Sneak Peek performance on Thursday evening February 28, 2019. 

 
Information regarding the kickoff meeting and auditions will be sent via email in the coming weeks.  Please 

also watch for these details to be published in the church bulletin, the Messenger, and on the St. Odilia web-
site as we get closer to kickoff time. 

 
We invite you to join us for this exciting St. Odilia musical ministry production! 

 

SUPERCALIFRAGILISTICEXPIALIDOCIOUS! 

Other Notes: 
 

If you are interested in helping build and paint the sets, create props and costumes, or lending a hand in other 
areas such as lighting, costumes, ticket sales, publicity, hospitality or any behind the scenes fun, please contact 
Jerry Ruhland at: jmruhland3@gmail.com 
 

For additional information regarding auditions, see the church bulletin, St. Odilia website and Messenger as au-
dition dates draw near.  Questions can also be directed to Deb Darling at: djdarling@usfamily.net 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.gwctheater.com/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/MARY_POPPINS_Title_Treatment_4C.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.gwctheater.com/cast-announced-hit-musical-mary-poppins/&docid=v9GTFfzOVyKGKM&tbnid=conSOgCPWXj4RM:&vet=12ahUKEwi
mailto:jmruhland3@gmail.com
mailto:djdarling@usfamily.net
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St. Odilia 49th Annual Fall Festival  

 September 8 and 9, 2018 

Be part of this great team who organizes our largest community gathering while also fundraising to support 
St. Odilia parish. Contact Trish Brokman if you are interested. 612-743-9572 or pbrokman@comcast.net   

Please share your special gifts as one of our leaders for the following roles: 
 

 Volunteer Coordinator: Set up Sign-up genius, facilitate volunteer recruitment weekend in August 
 Publicity: Write bulletin announcements, submit content for Messenger, monthly Connection Newsletter, website,  

Festival Flier etc. 
 Beverage Chair: Includes alcohol, pop, and water 
 Silent Auction Basket Coordination: Coordinate basket making two weeks prior to festival 
 Sponsorships: Coordinate business sponsorships and financial donations to support the festival for various venues 
 Food Truck Coordinator: Arrange contracts and provide the communication link between the food trucks. Organize 

logistics related to being on site prior to festival etc. 
 Co-Chair for facilities with intention of taking over as Chair 
 Co-Chair Festival chair with intention of taking over as Chair 

mailto:pbrokman@comcast.net
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Pastoral Care and Social Justice  

I AM MY BROTHERS KEEPER 

Yes, my lord, I am my brother’s keeper. In the Bible, God asked Cain: “Where is your brother Abel?” Cain re-

sponded: “I am not my brother’s keeper.” I want to be my brother’s keeper. 

After being in jail for six months, I was ordered to go to 

a program for recovering addicts: “Adult and Teens 

Challenge.” This 60-day program teaches about addic-

tion and how to break free from it. All of us addicts talk 

about our own experiences with addiction. In jail I saw 

the suffering and loneliness of many men who didn’t 

have anyone coming to visit them. I want to bring God 

to prisons. With His help, with what I’m learning in this 

program, and with my own experience, I will help others 

find God and break free from addiction. I want to go to 

jails and prisons to talk about God. If the addicts have 

God with them, they’ll never be lonely again. They will 

be stronger and more able to break free from addiction. Their suffering will lead to redemption. 

I came to California when I was 18 years old. My mother sent me to get away from drugs and gangs in Mexico. 

I worked in the fields digging carrots. I had to break off the tops of the carrots with my bare hands. After 

awhile it was very painful. They paid very little for every sack of carrots. I needed to work long hours to be able 

to pay for food and a place to stay. I came to Minnesota in ’93 where I worked in restaurants washing dishes. 

After many years working in a restaurant I became a kitchen manager. God has blessed me with work. I 

learned English and I got my GED diploma. 

In 2017 I was arrested by the police on a DWI charge. ICE took me to Sherburn County jail to be deported to 

Mexico. I was ordered to leave the country. I had been working in the USA for the past 24 years. My wife and 

three children are here. My wife contacted an advocate and he opened a case for “Cancelation of Removal”. 

The judge denied bail and I spent six months in jail de-

fending the case. Some members of St. Odilia and my fam-

ily testified in my favor. That helped the judge to decide to 

let me stay here and arrange my papers. This experience 

has been very difficult for me and my family. 

At St. Odilia, I have found God. I want others to find Him 

too. At St. Odilia I also found brothers and sisters who 

care for the poor, the homeless and undocumented mi-

grant workers and much more. They are my brother’s 

Keepers. I want to be my brother’s keeper too. 

Carlos, 

an undocumented worker 
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BECOMING A CATHOLIC  

 

  Do you know someone who is:  
• Thinking of becoming a Catholic?  
• Already Catholic, but has not received Confirmation?  
• Interested in serving as a sponsor?  
 

The RCIA – Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults – is for them. The first meetings are for inquiry – no strings 
attached, no need to have made a final decision, all seekers welcome. It’s a process of spiritual formation and 
learning. The RCIA at St. Odilia meets on Wed. evenings, beginning in mid-September. Each inquirer is also 
assigned a parishioner as a sponsor.  Might this year be the “right time” to explore joining the Church?  For 
further information or to register, contact Lucy Arimond, RCIA Director, at 651-415-3331 or 
arimond@stodilia.org. 

St. Odilia Sp.R.Ed. Program Wraps Up the 2017-2018 Year 

It has truly been a blessing to me to work with the Sp.R.Ed. program again this year. I am excited for 

the program to start up again in September. We have 50-60 participants in this program for special education 

adults. Our registrations have even increased a bit this year. 

 Our evenings begin with some singing of simple worship songs, followed by a short teaching, based on 

a story from scripture. We then have a couple of craft projects tied to the theme of the evening.  After a snack, 

we close with song, prayer, and social time. 

 We have a wonderful group of committed volunteers who help with this ministry, and we would always 

welcome a few more!  If you would like to join our volunteers group, please let me know. 

 If you know of a special needs adult who would benefit from our program, please send me an e-mail 
with their information at: heyer@stodilia.org. 

Here is a of picture from our year-end party, which featured bingo, pizza, and even some dancing! 

Spring has sprung!   

Things are turning green and the heavy jackets are put away.  And maybe you are getting your hands dirty 
planting a garden!  If you are lucky enough to have the space to grow some vegetables, please remember those 
in our community who are not as fortunate.  As you plant and eventually harvest, you might remember to offer 
some of your bounty to your local food shelf.  They would be more than grateful to receive some fresh fruits 
and/or vegetables.  And if you wish to bring some of your harvest to church to donate to the food shelf please 
bring it to Saturday or Sunday Mass and we will deliver it on Monday morning.  Also, please gently place your 
fresh foods only in the food collection bin in the back of church near the first double doors leading to the  
Courtyard.   Spring Blessings on your gardens and your generosity!  
  ~The Pastoral Care Council 

mailto:heyer@stodilia.org
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We welcomed our Newest Members to the 

Catholic Faith at the Easter Vigil Mass 

on March 31, 2018 

Those received into the Church at the Easter Vigil, in the Rite of  

Christian Initiation of Adults 

 
 
Full Initiation: 
Our newly-baptized, Aydin Bratten, Jason Bui, Isabelle Gomez, 
Mason Toler and Breckin Zelensky, who also celebrated the 
sacrament of Confirmation and joined us at the table of the 
Eucharist. 
 
Reception into the Full Communion of the Catholic Church: 
Colleen Crowley, Diana Ettel, Maria Kuhne, and Denise Obitz-
Cooney, baptized Christians who professed the Catholic faith 
and celebrated the sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist with us. 
 
Completion of Christian Initiation: 
Elizabeth Mark and Stephanie Paul, Catholics who completed their Christian initiation by celebrating the  
sacrament of Confirmation this Easter Season. 
 

Great thanks to our RCIA Team, Tim Sommers, Mark Bauer, 
and Mike Kelley, who weekly share their faith, give 
presentations, and mentor our candidates.  They have given 
hugely of their time and energy as an ongoing part of the RCIA 
process. 
 
Thanks also to the generous volunteers who assist with the 
“Break Open the Word” sessions when our candidates are 
blessed and sent forth from Mass:  Mark and Tim (in addition 
to their Team duties), Dave Schuelke, Pat Sheedy, and Rhesa 
Freeman. 
 
 

We rejoice with our new members, pray for them as they continue their faith journey,  
and thank God for their presence in our midst.  
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Alexis Apikelis 
Frances Baldwin 
Madeline Bergerson 
Hadley Bina 
Elizabeth Borle 
Krysta Bravo 
Nicholas Briggs 
Allison Brogger 
Madeline Bulk 
Mason Burton 
Zoey Butler 
Hazel Caulfield 
James Colby 
Julia Comnick 
Caroline Conzemius 
Revis Cooney 
Lincoln Corcoran 
Juliette Davern 
Michael  Davis 
Marko Deniz 
Claire Diffley 
John Donohoo 
Adrielle  Dreier  
Lucille Feltz 
Gordon Graf 
Joseph Grape 
Noah Grassman 
Isabel Hanson 
Charlotte Hanson 

Isabel Hanson 
Jasper Hartzell 
Alec Heim 
Grant Hermes 
Giavonna Heublein 
Quinn Hlivka 
Charles Huber 
Jack Jennissen 
Ana Koepcke 
Dominic Lachinski 
Ryan Lamb 
Brock Lewandowski 
Lauren Maki 
Cullen Maristuen 
Sylvia Martin 
Ziva Medved 
Michael  Miller 
Avery Mireles 
Jack Montgomery 
Jacob Moore 
Nolan Moriarty 
Shaela Murphy 
Charles  Murphy  
Bennett  Ned 
Colston Nelson 
Archie Neuman 
Bryce Nikolas 
Liam Norem 
Nathan Officer 

Harlie Peloquin 
Olivia Peters 
Thomas  Pollard 
Rachel Pomerleau 
Matthew Quinn 
Gavin Ratfield 
Isabella Schimp 
Eleanora Schmidt 
Easton Schmidt 
Lily Schulze 
Ava Segler 
Cora Severson 
Henry Simone 
Nicholas Slagle 
Michael  Stenlund 
Alexander Stiehm 
Alliana Tellez 
Mason Toler 
Evelyn Warren 
Jackson Welle 
Cooper West 
Claudia Westlund 
Alice Whitcomb 
Lucy Wolfe 
Ida Wynn 
Anthony Young 
Zoey Youngblood 

First Eucharist 2018 

We congratulate the 85 children who received First Eucharis at St. Odilia on the weekends of April 14 and April 27, 2018 
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2018 Vacation Bible School 

Shipwrecked Rescued by Jesus 

By Janet Etten - VBS Director  

Shipwrecked VBS is coming this summer on July 23-27!  What is VBS?  

Well it is the event of the summer for any kids and families 

at St. Odilia!  The music, games, crafts, snacks and fun are a 

fantastic way to spend a week of the summer learning 

more about God.  It is Monday - Friday from 9:15-12:15 

each day.  You will see lots of friends and meet all sorts of 

new ones!  It is the perfect community event! 

Music is one of the amazing parts of this summer program!  The CD that each family receives 

with registration often becomes the “Go To” music in the family vehicle for the coming year!  

This music will get your kids focused on the lessons and our theme this year, Shipwrecked, Res-

cued by Jesus!  What is that?  Well, it’s a world where curious kids become hands-on inventors 

who discover that God will always be there for them!  All 300 

children gather in the courtyard at the beginning of each day to learn about the 

Bible Story, Bible Point and a couple of songs.  The kids then travel to stations 

where they learn more about God and how He is always there for us. Snack time is 

included for everyone!  Then more music, prayer, stations and fun follows. 

Thank you to the entire St. Odilia Catholic Community for your 

support of this exciting program.  It is wonderful to have so 

many families invite grandchildren, friends and neighbors to 

participate in this week and share the love of God.  It is some-

thing they can share about the faith community of St. Odilia in a unique and 

special way.  Please know that participants do NOT need to belong to St. Odilia 

to attend this amazing week of fun.  All are welcome!   

Registration is online through www.stodilia.org.  Our main VBS 

program is for kids entering Kindergarten – Grade 5.  We also 

have a separate preschool program for four year olds.   

Most of our Knight Watch and Wee Saints friends join in 

the fun as well.  Youth Volunteers entering grade 6-12 

are needed to run this event!  Forms for these volunteers 

are also online.  Adult volunteers are also needed each 

day. If you are interested in meeting more people at St. 

Odilia, this is the way to do it!  You do 

need to be Virtus approved at St. Odilia 

to volunteer.  Contact Janet Etten for 

more information at 651-415-3330 or 

etten@stodilia.org.   

http://www.stodilia.org
mailto:etten@stodilia.org
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July 23-26 (Mon - Thurs), 12:30 - 5:00 PM   

Open to incoming 6
th

 – 12
th

 graders 

VBS After Hours complements the existing VBS experience, and takes place directly after VBS ends each day. 

Instead of working with little kids, After Hours is designed directly for the middle school and high schoolers to 

have an awesome experience of their own!  

We focus each day on having as much crazy, memorable fun as possible, and on developing the next genera-

tion of great Christians!  This is our fastest growing youth program, and for good reason - teens love the out-

side campus-wide games (creative ones you won’t find anywhere else), they really do grow (and like having up-

perclassmen speak to keep things relevant), and it’s a cheap and convenient add-on for those already leading 

VBS! 

 

 

 

St. Odilia Sunday School children finished the year 

with a Spring Concert on April 29.  The joy from 

these children is wonderful!  You can see it on their 

faces!  They learned so much about the love of God for each of them 

this year.  They know that God is with them each and every day!  Let 

us learn from these little ones to trust God and love Him with all our 

hearts!   

Registration for Faith Formation Classes Fall 2018 is now open online!  

Sunday School meets weekly and is for ages three-kindergarten.  

New this Fall is a section of First Grade offered during the 9:00 a.m. 

Mass time once per month. It is also offered during the usual monthly 

Family Faith class time. Families can choose one session to attend. 

Please email me with any questions.  Have a wonderful summer!   

Blessings, 

Janet Etten 

etten@stodilia.org 
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It has been a truly incredible year for St. Odilia’s youth and adult Retreat Team, and we wanted to share with 

our parish some of the many ways that God has blessed our ministry this year! 

Youth Retreat Team hits 40 members! 

Our Retreat Team continues to be one of the most popu-

lar and successful programs we have, and is growing 

quickly! Just this past August we were celebrating that our 

team had reached 25 members – up from about 12-15 

members the year before. At the end of April 2018 we 

have now hit 40 official members of the team – and that’s 

not counting another five teens currently in the application process, and another handful that have been coming 

to meetings with hopes to join. 

What’s most impressive to us is that this isn’t just a 

participation program – it’s an active, hard-working 

team with high expectations. The youth team meets 

every Tuesday year-round for planning/business, and 

the youth/adult team has helped run 10 retreats this 

year alone. The students on team participate in ongo-

ing prayer and formation – through our Sunday Em-

maus Nights and twice-monthly “Theology Hour” – as 

a requirement to stay “eligible” for each upcoming 

retreat. We compare it to a sports team – you’ve got 

to be at practice during the week to play in the game 

on Saturday. Only this isn’t just a game – it’s highly personal, one-on-one ministry with often life-changing re-

sults. 

There are prerequisites to even apply, yet we’re seeing more and more teens each year desire to be on team, be 

willing to put in the work, and want to improve their ministry skills. We have 26 students who have put in more 

than 200 hours this year in youth ministry and Retreat Team programs – and over half of them did more than 

400 hours.  

We hear again and again why they 

are willing to give so much time 

and energy to this ministry – be-

cause the students know they 

have a chance to truly help people 

and change lives in this way. So if 

you see teens around the church 

wearing our trademark “Retreat Team” logo, know that they wear it as a badge of pride and service.  Give them 

a ‘thank you’ or ‘congratulations’ for a job well done – they worked hard to even earn the right to wear the shirt 

in the first place! 

A Blessed Year with our Youth 
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Retreat Team Branching into New Parishes 

One of our proudest accomplishments this year was successfully translating our Confirmation Retreats to anoth-

er parish, and helping them be able to start their own Retreat Team!  

We worked with Neal Maxwell, the youth minis-

ter at Guardian Angels in Chaska, MN, to coordi-

nate a Confirmation Retreat for 50 of his students 

that replicated the schedule/model we use here. 

Our St. Odilia Retreat Team met and planned for 

the retreat as we would any other, then 15 of our 

leaders went down to Chaska for a weekend to 

volunteer at their parish and run the retreat. We 

got fantastic feedback from the students on the 

retreat, and Guardian Angels has now been 

meeting for a month with their own start-up  

Retreat Team (which our students affectionately call the “Retweet Team”). 

We were thrilled to see that our retreats worked so well for another parish – especially one as different in style 

and spirituality as Guardian Angels. We’re hoping to do this again next year for another parish that would like to 

start their own Retreat Team! 

Our First Retreat for Parents! 

Our other biggest accomplishment of the year came in August and September, as we ran our first ever retreats 

for parents - alongside their students in Confirmation. We had about 75 parents total attending two Saturday-

afternoon retreats. They did some activities and prayer with their teens, but over half the retreat was split so we 

could do parent-only talks, small groups and ministry.  

The skepticism coming in was plain – we know parents have busy schedules and that taking four hours out of a 

Saturday can be hard. But the response we got was phenomenal! I had a number of adults in my group alone 

that said those couple hours made a huge impact, a 

few saying it changed their way of viewing church – 

that they realized there might be a lot more possible 

with faith than they had ever thought before. 

Our hope was to use that overwhelmingly positive 

response, and translate it into some ongoing parent 

ministry in the form of small groups. My biggest re-

gret of the year was that we just didn’t have the 

time or personnel to make that a reality yet. But 

keep an eye out this coming year -  our “next step” 

parent initiative is going to include all grades in Faith 

Formation, not just Confirmation parents! 

Some of the St. Odilia teen leaders pose together after the retreat ended. 

Teens pray for each other during a small group session at a Confir-

mation Retreat. 
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If you ask our youth what made the biggest impact or change this 

year, a majority would say it’s the new “Prayer Team” we added. 

The Prayer Team is a subset of our usual Retreat Team, a group of 

youth leaders who attend the Confirmation Retreats but operate on 

a different, parallel schedule. Instead of leading games, small 

groups, team-builders, etc. the Prayer Team meets in a separate 

part of the building to focus on one thing – prayer! They learn and 

practice a number of different prayer forms throughout the week-

end, but are routinely doing intercessory prayer for the rest of the 

team and the student participants. 

Parishioner and rockstar-volunteer Alethia Scheett (part of our Adult 

Retreat Team) was responsible for the great addition – she proposed 

the idea, planned out how it would work, and ran the Prayer Team 

throughout the weekend (while our staff and the rest of the Team ran 

the main retreat). Of course, she would credit the other members of 

the Adult Retreat Team (and especially her husband Gerard) for their 

ideas and support as well! 

Our youth team almost-unanimously agreed that the Prayer Team had 

a huge impact on the success of the rest of the retreat, and we consid-

er it a big part of why we’ve had so many Confirmation students join 

the Retreat Team since. So if you see Alethia around the parish, thank her for a job well done! 

Adding a Volunteer-led Prayer Team 

Retreats Now Offered to Sixth and Seventh graders too! 

This April we realized one of the goals we had a year ago, to finally offer a retreat for our younger middle school-

ers! We had a dozen high school leaders and 15 middle schoolers join us for a 12-hour Saturday retreat down at 

Camp Eden Wood in Eden Prairie. The sixth and seventh graders heard four talks by the high schoolers, had two 

main prayer services (including a really powerful and emotional closing prayer 

session), had small group time and meals, and of course played some cool and 

crazy games! They seemed to especially enjoy our western-themed “Pony Ex-

press” game and playing 

ultimate fruit (ultimate  

Frisbee with no Frisbee,  

instead using oranges, 

pineapple and even a  

watermelon). The feedback 

from the students was out-

standing, so we’re looking 

forward to growing this  

retreat next year! 
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While Retreats are a big part of our youth ministry program, they aren't the only part. 

Here’s a few other programs we’re proud of this year! 

Middle School Programs  

Faith Spark continued to draw large numbers as our 

main middle school program during the school 

year. It's tricky to keep 70-80 middle schoolers  

active and having fun in the confines of the Court-

yard, but our new Spark Team helped us stay  

creative. We got great responses to our Food 

Games, Crazy Relays, and indoor "snowball" fight 

(part of an "Elf" themed event), along with the 

"Office Olympics" (a nod to the famous TV show 

episode) the night before the Winter Olympics 

started. We also recently started a weekly youth group for middle schoolers, and that's been successful so far 

too! 

Spark Team / Core Team  

The Spark Team is new this year, and helps plan and run 

our Faith Spark events. The two dozen high schoolers 

were a huge help! And our youth Core Team - 

responsible for the vision and direction of our programs 

overall - continues to help us out. They welcomed six 

new members this spring, including our first ever  

freshman to be invited to the more-exclusive team -  

so congratulations Claire Schneider! 

 

Emmaus Nights  

Our weekly Sunday night program for 8-12th 

graders is doing well in its second year! We've 

made some tweaks to the formula - which 

seemed to produce better and deeper small 

group conversations - and we've had over 50 

teens try the program this year (about 20 per 

week). After a few years of very unpredictable 

numbers with our previous high school program 

(20-some for a few weeks, then under 10 for a 

few weeks) we're glad to see both the con-

sistency and more students participating overall! 

Our Year in Youth Ministry 
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Faith Formation Registration for 2018-19 is Online Now! 

It is time to register for next year’s Faith Formation programs  for your children and teens. Spring registration 
helps us build stronger programs. Online registration and payment for next fall’s Faith Formation programs has 
just begun! Click on the Registration links on the St. Odilia website to register your children: 

 Sunday School — age three through First Grade 
 Elementary Family Faith — Grades Kindergarten-Fifth 
 Middle School Faith Formation – Grades Sixth and Seventh 
 Confirmation — Eighth Grade and above 

Information about the programs can be found on our website  www.stodilia.org 

Adults — We Need You! 

As you can probably tell by now, our retreat ministry at St. Odilia is both our fastest-growing and most powerful 

aspect of youth ministry. Our parish is blessed by dozens of amazing leaders – both young and old – and God has 

truly worked through them to do amazing things. But as wonderful as this is, we still need your help – both to 

continue what ministry we have, and in order to grow! 

Our Adult Retreat Team is absolutely fabulous, but we need more members to help us, so we can keep all of our 

leaders fresh and prevent burnout – many hands make light work! You don’t have to come in with any ministry 

or retreat experience – a willingness to talk with teens is really all it takes. If you’re living out your faith or have a 

personal prayer life, those go a long way too!   

If active participation in retreats does not sound your 

style, consider helping sponsor our Retreat Team in oth-

er ways! Right now our youth leaders have to pay up to 

$60 per retreat, in order just to serve as leaders. With all 

the time and hard work these youth put in, we hate hav-

ing to charge them a fee as well! Those youth ministry 

retreats (like the new one for the sixth—seventh grad-

ers) get costly as well, and we’re always trying to keep 

the fees low so they aren’t a barrier to participating. 

For those who already supported this important ministry 

with the May ‘green envelopes’ – thank you for  

enabling us to change the lives of our young people! 

http://www.stodilia.org
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Youth Summer Preview 

Summer Stretch 

Wednesdays 8 a.m.– 4:30 p.m. (June 20, July 18, July 25, Aug. 1, Aug. 8) 

Summer Stretch is an awesome five-week program for middle school and high school students. Every Wednes-

day we meet as a large group to do service together, pray and laugh together, and spend our afternoons at great 

"fun sites" like Bunker Beach and Valley Fair! It's a good mix of faith and fun, no matter your age. Middle school-

ers get to participate in all the fun, while high schoolers can apply to join as leaders. So have some fun and get 

some sun, while earning service and leadership experience! Registration will begin in March. Teen leaders can 

apply then as well. 

SUMMER FESTIVAL   July 8-11 (Sunday - Wednesday) 

Open to incoming ninth graders - graduating seniors 

Summer Festival is an incredibly fun summer camp that also features some of the most powerful faith experienc-

es you can find anywhere!  

The Gustavus college campus provides award-winning food and a great setting for hilarious and creative games, 

sports, activities and food-fights throughout the week. Then the amazing Summer Fest staff set the tone for a 

really loving and inclusive community, where teens make lasting friends, grow deeper in their faith together, and 

are able to really discover the best things about themselves. The Christian speakers, fantastic live band, and 

more help make the Gospel message exciting and relevant to teenagers, in a way that sets their hearts on fire 

and ignites a passion for their faith like we don’t see anywhere else. 

There’s a reason so many of our youth list Summer Fest as the week their faith journey really began - and consid-

er it their best and most memorable week of the year! 

Don’t finish your summer schedule without some of these great youth ministry trips & events! 
Registration for all our summer programs is available on the St. Odilia website, 

under Faith Formation; Youth Ministry; Summer Programs. 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 

“Urban Immersion” Service Retreat 

June 13-16 (Wednesday evening - Sat. afternoon) 

Open to incoming seventh graders – graduating seniors 

Urban Immersion is similar to a mission trip, but is shorter, about 1/3 the cost, and includes more retreat ele-

ments. It's basically the best parts of both worlds - mission trip & retreat! 

The trip runs from Wednesday night through Saturday early afternoon, and includes great, transformative ser-

vice sites during the day. Urban Immersion partners with groups where teens can really make a difference and 

interact with those they are serving – which makes a huge impact on the teens too! Nights include plenty of 

games, talks, prayer, and more in a beautiful retreat center, right here in the Twin Cities (teens get actual rooms, 

beds, showers, etc.). Check out this great program – convenient and cheaper than a full camp, but just as im-

pactful! 

Summer “Emmaus” Nights 

Sundays, 6:00-9:00 PM (June 3, June 10, June 24, July 15, July 22, July 29, Aug. 5, Aug. 19, Aug. 26) 

It might not be a camp, but our Summer Emmaus 

Nights are some of the most fun and faith-filled 

nights in which teens can get involved! Most Sun-

days throughout the summer we’ll meet for a mini-

camp or retreat-like event. We start with some really 

cool and inventive outside games, like Slip-n-Slide 

Kickball or our annual “Water Wars” night. The games are a blast to play, take advantage of the great weather, 

and they’re always something teens haven’t seen anywhere else! 

That’s only the beginning. The fun games get us more comfortable and receptive to God as we enter into prayer 

and worship music for the night. Then a five-minute talk serves as the inspiration for our small group times – the 

teens said that last year’s Summer Emmaus groups were some of the best, deepest, or most insightful groups 

they ever had! It’s a fantastic evening of fun, a great way to make new friends at church or bond more with ex-

isting friends, and best of all – it’s completely free! 
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Worship & Community Life 

Farewell from Fr. Stiles 

I wish I could speak to each of you face-to-face to thank you for your kindness and  
hospitality which I’ve so richly experienced during my three years here. Thank you!  
I have been deeply touched by your love and your patience with me in my first years of 
priesthood.  

You may have already heard that I have been reassigned to a different parish effective 
June 13th of this year. I will be serving as Parochial Vicar of the five parish cluster in the 
cities of LeCenter, LeSueur, Cleveland, Marysburg, and Sharon, MN. This will be quite the 
change for me as I leave this ONE parish community.  

I must express the sorrow I feel in having to leave you. I have come to love you with a 
shepherd’s heart.  I will for sure miss you. Be assured, however, that I will carry you in my heart in the years 
to come and hold you in prayer. Please, keep me in your prayers. Again, with eternal gratitude, thank you  
and God bless you!   

Feast of St. Odilia July 14 and 15 — Nametag Weekend! 

Come celebrate the Feast of St. Odilia at all Masses July 14 & 15.  Show your St. Odilia spirit by 

wearing red that weekend and putting on a nametag as you come into church!  The Worship 

and Community Life Council will host coffee and donuts on Sunday morning after each Mass. 

Sr. Carol Ann 60
th

 Jubilee! 

In July, Sr. Carol Ann will be celebrating her 60th Jubilee with the School Sisters of Notre 
Dame.  She will be speaking at each Mass the weekend of July 7 and 8.  To help her  
celebrate, we will take up a second collection that weekend for the School Sisters and 
have a reception in the courtyard after each Mass that weekend.   

If you are available to help with the reception after any of the Masses that weekend, 
please contact Kim at 651-415-3339. Thank you! 

 

Second Chance! St. Odilia CCW Jewelry & Craft Sale June 23-24 

The April blizzard curtailed the last sale, and many thanks to those who braved the weather and shopped! For 
those who missed it, here's a second chance to shop a special June sale.  Amazing selection of next-to-new 

necklaces, pins, earrings and more.  Includes craft supplies, handmade quilts, 
religious, collectible and vintage items. You won't want to miss this sale! Pro-
ceeds are donated to the parish and community. Helpers are always needed. Set 
up on Friday afternoon, clean up on Sunday or at the sale over the weekend, 
Saturday June 23, 9:00 a.m.—6:30 p.m. and Sunday June 24,  8:30 a.m. - 12:30 
p.m. in the gym. Please see the bulletin for details.  

 



 26  

 

St. Odilia Prayer Garden 

An update by Lynne Schriver-Sheedy 

The Saint Odilia Prayer Garden began as just one idea among many at a Town Hall meeting the parish had in 

fall of 2007 after new pastor, Fr. Phil Rask, signed the purchase agreement for the three buildings and adjacent 

land that was owned by the Crosiers.  The idea to create a final resting place on this campus traveled through a 

series of committees and was refined after several years of work … and evolved into a cemetery offering earth 

burial spaces as well as columbarium niches for the dead. 

We officially opened in October, 2014, (that was indeed seven 

years of work), dedicated on All Souls Day, November 2014, 

and within five weeks our first columbarium, with its 120 

niches, known as St Francis, was sold out. Yes. Five weeks.   

Because of the wonderful 

response, our second col-

umbarium, St. Clare, a 

curved wall, holding 160 niches (80 facing east and 80 facing west) was con-

structed on-site in early February 2015. We have nearly half of the niches in 

St Clare sold … 78.  That makes 198 niches sold out of the 280 total available 

or 70% of our columbarium space has been sold. 

Along with our two columbaria, we have over 350 earth burial sites.  Current-

ly 22 lots are sold on the North side 

(@$3600 a grave) and 23 lots are 

sold on the South side (@$1800 a 

grave).  To date, we have had four 

earth burials and nearly 80 people 

have been interred in niches. 

Our sales have exceeded $500,000; 

we have positive cash flow and our 

only remaining debt is the land the Prayer Garden is purchasing from the parish.  

Twenty percent of each of our sales goes to a Prayer Garden Perpetual Care Fund 

that we trust to the Catholic Community Foundation. To date we already have 

$111,603 in this fund which is pretty remarkable for an entity that has only been 

open for just over three years.  

Each year the Prayer Garden may 

draw from interest that is accu-

mulated to pay for necessary 

projects. The principle will never 

be touched. This year we rolled 

the interest back into the fund. 
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Last summer we added a Memorial retaining wall separating the 

plaza where the columbaria are located from the earth burial 

sites in our south side.  Two families donated the wall which 

now is home to memorial squares that match the color of the 

granite used on our columbaria.  Inscribed on these squares are 

the names of people who are interred elsewhere and yet who 

are remembered by our community.  This wall fulfills the com-

mitment that we made to those who already had purchased 

burial property in other cemeteries but wished to be remem-

bered in our Prayer Garden.   

We have 33 volunteers who caretake the grounds of the Prayer 

Garden with great devotion. Roger Toogood is our volunteer co-

ordinator who seems to sense what area needs special atten-

tion. We have our own master gardener, parishioner Arnita 

Loegering, who with her volunteer crew, have added many flow-

er areas and greatly enhanced the area around the Mary statue. 

There are ten beautiful granite benches installed, donated by various families.  Trees and flowers are also donat-

ed.  We are grateful for the families who donate funds to be used for the Prayer Garden upkeep. 

Our three rain gardens located on the north side of the Prayer Garden 

won a watershed top prize last year.  Although planted professionally, 

they are maintained by three volunteer 

teams. 

We are grateful to the parish staff who as-

sist with the Prayer Garden work, from the 

front desk to accounting, facilities and wor-

ship, many staff members support the 

Prayer Garden.  Kim Albrecht facilitates most of the interments, working 

with the families and opening and closing the niches.  Although it wasn’t 

in her initial job description, she embraces her work in the Prayer Gar-

den and so many are grateful for her caring and prayerful efforts. 

The Prayer Garden Leadership Group includes Jeanne Schaaf, Fr. Rask, Kevin Scroggins, Larry Langer, Jeff Hermes 

and me.  Ernie Willenbring, who was part of our group and who lived and breathed the Prayer Garden, has the 

first Memorial Square hung on our Memorial Wall. We all 

miss Ernie.  

I visit many cemeteries in my role as a funeral director and I 

am so very proud of our Prayer Garden. We serve the needs 

of parishioners and non-parishioners by providing a peace-

filled, beautiful space for our loved ones to rest.  As is our St 

Odilia custom … we welcome all.  
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Don J. Olmscheid    December 13, 1937 – December 23, 2017 

Don was born and raised on a farm in St. Martin, MN, and graduated from Melrose High School. 
He moved to the Twin Cities in 1961, and worked as a union cement mason with Fleischhacker 
Construction for 40 years while also building over 25 homes in the north metro. He was known 
for his tireless work ethic and commitment to doing quality work for people. He served in the MN 
National Guard where he picked up the skill of peeling mountains of potatoes quickly; something he continued 
to do whenever it was needed throughout his life! 

He was a pioneer member of St. Odilia, joining in the early 1960’s, and with his loving wife 
of 47 years, Cathy, raised two daughters, Amy and Kari. He enjoyed his morning coffee 
group at the Donut Hut in Little Canada, spearfishing in the winter on Island Lake, driving 
his 1956 Farmall tractor in the Slice of Shoreview parades, summer weekends at their 
family cabin on Myrik Lake in Danbury, WI (where he loved picking buckets of wild  
blueberries in the woods!), visits with his three granddaughters, and daily walks in his 
neighborhood and along the trails in Shoreview.  

Don and Cathy enjoyed traveling across the country visiting almost every state and dozens 
of national parks.  He especially enjoyed a trip to Germany with Cathy and friends where 
he visited his homeland. Don was proud of his German heritage, sprinkling snippets of 
German here and there in conversation. He enjoyed the simple things in life like listening 

to polka music or Twins games on the radio while eating peanuts in the shell and drinking a cold beer.  

Preceded in death by parents Al and Sophie. Survived by his wife, Cathy; daughters Amy and Kari (Mark) Com-
nick; granddaughters Sophia, Julia and Olivia Comnick; siblings Rich (Kathy) Olmscheid and Joyce (Virg) Meyer; 
and many nieces and nephews. 

Steve Pasell     October 18, 1957 - March 22, 2018 

Steve was born in Aitkin, Minnesota, the second son to Gordon and Betty Pasell.  He 
was a wonderful partner to Julie, his wife of nearly 28 years.  He was a father, coach, 
and sage advice-giver to children Nolan (Karlie), Shelby, Marcus and grandchildren 
Kenzie, Kaylie, and Kyler. He was preceded in death by first wife, Sandra (nee Jacob-
son). Steve leaves behind a loving extended family, including brothers Tony (Iris) and 
Bryan (Jody), in-laws, many aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews, cousins, other relatives 
and treasured friends. 

In a thoughtful gesture to help Julie with some funeral planning, he wrote this (and only this) to share with fami-
ly and loved ones:  “Played varsity basketball and baseball in high school.  In 1975, was All Conference for base-
ball. Named Team Captain.”  

His competitive drive started young. He attended Minnesota School of Business and worked his way up in the 
foam industry.  As the longstanding President/CEO of American Converters, Inc., Steve loved his work,  
colleagues, and his Vistage Executive Network. Through discipline and routine, Steve created more time in his 60 
years than most. Though his work day was long, he still managed to golf often, work out twice a day, play guitar, 
cook, deer hunt, play softball, coach all three kids, and enjoy a Budweiser.  

When diagnosed with cancer in 2013, he didn’t need to create a bucket list. He had lived his life exactly as he 
wanted. He passed away surrounded by family and close friends. 
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We remember and pray for those who have gone before us. 

Richard (Dick) A. Carrier     November 1, 1933 — March 27, 2018 

Dick was born to Arthur and Martha Carrier on November 1, 1933. He attended St. 

Rose of Lima School in Roseville and St. Paul Central High School. He was a charter 

member of St. Odilia. He had one brother, Allen. He and Karen were married in 1959, 

built a house in Roseville and lived there for 57 years. They had five children, Kristen, 

Kathy, Mitch, Kirk and Karolyn. They had nine wonderful grandchildren and four de-

lightful great-grandchildren whom Dick loved to hold.  

After serving two years in the Army, stationed in Germany, Dick did sheetmetal work. 

After 15 years, he left to take over Carrier’s Hardware store on Lexington Avenue in 

Roseville when his father and uncle retired. He eventually sold the store to a bike shop 

and drove a school bus for the inner schools of St. Paul for twenty years which he said 

was his best job. He made sure the kids got to school and home safely every day. The kids loved him, and the 

parents were really grateful. He loved kids and driving, making numerous trips to the airport to accommodate 

his out-of-state children and his brother and sister-in-law.  

Dick and Karen loved the outdoors and had 20 acres and a small dwelling on the Wood River near Grantsburg, 

Wisconsin, for 34 years. They enjoyed floating down the river, biking, hiking,“cabining” (camping in a cabin in-

stead of a tent), and just being in nature. Dick also cut a lot of firewood to use at home and give away.  

Dick had a generous heart and helped in the community for his entire life. He was a volunteer firefighter for 

Roseville for 30 years, delivered Meals on Wheels after retirement until a couple of weeks before his death, 

and helped at the Keystone food shelf in Roseville for many years as well. His last day there was five days  

before he died. Even many of their vacations were working ones as they did a number of Elderhostel trips.  

The past eleven years added a special challenge as Dick dealt with Parkinson’s disease. He wouldn’t let it keep 

him from doing the things he loved which also helped him fight the disease. He participated in the MS:Ride 

Across Minnesota (TRAM) for 17 years, some years 

with a cousin who would come from Indiana for it. He 

would bike 10 miles or more to train for the 60 mile 

ride. After he was diagnosed with Parkinson’s he con-

tinued as long as he could. On the last one, his older 

son, Mitch, went with him to help pitch his tent and 

help him up the biggest hills. In December of 2017, he 

and Karen moved to a retirement home because he 

could no longer take care of their house and property. 

Unfortunately, he only had three months there. We 

are thankful for all the good years we had with him and 

miss him dearly. 
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YOU CAN HELP US TO REDUCE MAILING COSTS! 

Each winter, we have many pieces of mail returned from the post office for individuals who were “temporarily away”.  Each returned piece 

of mail, costs St. Odilia first class postage rates even if it is mailed as third class mail.  If you have plans to be away for longer that one 

week during the colder months in Minnesota, please take a few minutes to complete the form below and drop it into the collection basket 

or mail it to: 

St. Odilia Parish Center Office 

3495 N. Victoria St. 

Shoreview, MN 55126 

***Or you can e-mail this information to: bulletin@stodilia.org*** 

DO YOU HAVE PLANS TO BE AWAY???   

Please select one option and provide your name and address information: 

A) Please do not forward my mail ___________  

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

 

B) Please forward my mail ___________ 

Date leaving Minnesota: ___________  Date back in Minnesota: ___________ 

Name:___________________________________ Env. #________ 

Current Address: ________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip: _________________________________________ 

February  
 Eric and Colleen Nelson 
  Cole Nelson 
  Reed Nelson 

 Shaun and Jenelle Hastings 
  Thomas Hastings 
  Christian Hastings 
  Luke Hastings 

 Peter and Katie Johnson 
  Luke Johnson 
  Adam Johnson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 

Jeff and Cassie Yentes 
 Henry Yentes 
 Jack Yentes 

Mark and Brenda Fischbach 
 Hailey Fischbach 
 Luke Fischbach 

Michael and Kelly Hansen 
 Bailey Larkin 
 Brenna Hansen 

Kevin Matkaiti, Erin Nichols Matkaiti 
 Evelyn Matkaiti 
 Pierce Natkaiti 

Brian and Jennifer Brogger 
 Chloe Brogger 
 Allison Brogger 
 Blake Brogger 

Duane Theisen 

Jason Bui and Laura Scribbins 

April 

Jeff Hanson and Gail Erickson 
 Isabel Hanson 
 Elinor Hanson 

Michael and Jessica Werner 
 Lucy Werner 
 Gray Werner 

Liz Charbonneau 

Keith and Sheri Toler 
 Mason Toler 

Russell and Amy Mark 
 Elizabeth Mark 
 Annalise Mark 

Jonathan and Sarah Harvey 
 William Harvey 
 Anna Harvey 

 

 

Welcome New Parishioners! 
February 2018 — April 2018 



 31  

 

Are You Moving? 
If you are moving we would like to know so we can keep our records current and our postage costs down. 

Please fill out the form below and return it by dropping it into the collection basket at any Mass, or by 

mailing it to:  St. Odilia Parish Center Office, 3495 N. Victoria, Shoreview, MN 55126 

Name: _______________________________________________________  Env. #: _______________  

Old Address: __________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

New Address:  _________________________________  City, State, Zip:  ________________________  

Email Address:  __________________________________________ 

New Phone (Include area code):  _________________  Effective Date:   ________________________  

I/We will be staying in the parish: Y  ______  N  ________  

Newsletter Team: 

Amy Etten, Mary Holmes and staff 

consultants. 

Corporate Board Members: 
Most Rev. Bernard A. Hebda, Archbishop         651-291-4400 

Very Rev. Charles Lachowitzer, Vicar General  651-291-4430 

Rev. Phillip Rask, Vice President                                      651-484-6681 

Greg Gerlach, Trustee Treasurer   

Mary Nussbaum, Trustee Secretary 
The St. Odilia Messenger is a publica-

tion of the Catholic Community of St. 

Odilia, 3495 North Victoria, Shoreview, 

Minnesota, 55126.  Each issue is distrib-

uted to registered parishioners.   

To receive a copy, register by calling 

651-484-6681. 

The NEXT Newsletter Deadline: Please submit articles for the FALL issue of The Messenger by 

Wednesday, August 8, 2018. They may be sent by email to messenger@stodilia.org or dropped at the 

parish office.  Electronic submissions are appreciated.  Pictures (jpg files) are welcome but please de-

scribe each photo with caption text if possible. 

St. Odilia Parish Phone Numbers: 

Parish Office         651-484-6681 

Parish Office Fax        651-484-0780 

School Office         651-484-3364 

Faith Formation Office       651-415-3329 

Faith Formation/Latino Ministry Fax     651-789-3118 

VISION AND MISSION 

VISION  
To joyfully live the Gospel by knowing, loving, and serving God and one another. 
 

MISSION  
We are a Catholic community of faith that welcomes every person to grow in holiness and draw closer 
to Jesus Christ through… 

 Worship and Evangelization 

 Faith Formation and Education 

 Works of Charity and Justice 
… every day and at every stage of life.  
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